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A. Research Projects:

4. University of Connecticut Archaeological Field School in Armenian Prehistory: 2009–present​​. D.S Adler Director. This field school is a joint venture between UConn’s Study Abroad program, Yerevan State University (YSU), and the Armenian Institute for Archaeology and Ethnography (IAE). Students receive six honors credits and are trained in archaeological field, laboratory, and survey methods during the excavation of several archaeological sites. Current efforts focus on the middle Hrazdan Gorge. Lusakert Cave 1 contains Middle Palaeolithic deposits while Nor Geghi 1 is a stratified late Acheulian open-air site. Twenty-two UConn students have participated in this program during three field seasons.
3. Hrazdan Gorge Palaeolithic Project, Armenia: 2008–present. D.S Adler co-director with B. Yeritsyan (IAE) and K. Wilkinson (Univ. Winchester). Interdisciplinary survey, excavation, analysis, and dating of Lower, Middle, and Upper Palaeolithic localities within the Hrazdan Gorge, Armenia. 

2. Obsidian Resources and Landscapes of Palaeolithic Armenia: 2011–present. D.S Adler co-director with E. Frahm (Univ. Minnesota), B. Gasparian (IAE), and K. Meliksetian (Institute of Geological Sciences, Yerevan). Palaeolithic obsidian artifacts (Lusakert Cave 1 and Nor Geghi 1) and geological specimens (Hrazdan Gorge and surroundings) are geochemically and magnetically sourced using a combination of electron microprobe, portable X-ray fluorescence, and magnetic susceptibility.
1. Establishing a Botanical Reference collection for Archaeobotanical Research in Armenia: Oct 2013–Sep 2014. A. Smith co-director with I. Gabrielyan (IAE). This collection is housed in the Department of Anthropology, Palaeobotany laboratory.
B. Publications in which Norian is acknowledged:

3. Frahm, E., Feinberg, J.M., Schmidt-Magee, B.A., Wilkinson, K., Gasparyan, B., Yeritsyan, B., Karapetian, S., Meliksetian, K., Muth, M.J., and D. S. Adler, 2014. Multiscalar Magnetic Variation in the Gutansar Obsidian Complex: Implications for Lithic Technology, Landscape Use, and Resource Selection in Palaeolithic Armenia. Journal of Archaeological Science 47: 164–178.
2. Frahm, E., Schmidt, B.A., Gasparyan, B., Yeritsyan, B., Karapetian, S., Meliksetian, K., Adler, D.S., 2014. Ten Seconds in the Field: Rapid Armenian Obsidian Sourcing with Portable XRF to Inform Excavations and Surveys, Journal of Archaeological Science 41:333–348.

1. Adler, D.S., B. Yeritsyan, K. Wilkinson, R. Pinhasi, G. Bar-Oz, S. Nahapetyan, R. Bailey, B. A. Schmidt, P. Glauberman, N. Wales, B. Gasparian. 2012. The Hrazdan Gorge Palaeolithic Project, 2008–2009. In Archaeology of Armenia in Regional Context, Proceedings of the International Conference dedicated to the 50th Anniversary of the Institute of Archaeology and Ethnography Held on September 15-17, 2009 in Yerevan, Armenia. Edited by P. Avetisyan and A. Bobokhyan, pp. 21–37. NAS RA Gitutyn Publishing house, Yerevan.

C. Publications in preparation for 2014 in which Norian is acknowledged:

6. Adler, D.S., K.N. Wilkinson, S. Blockley, D. Mark, R. Pinhasi, B.A. Schmidt-Magee, B. Yeritsyan, S. Nahapetyan, C. Mallol, F. Berna, P. J. Glauberman, Y. Raczynski-Henk, V. Cullen, E. Frahm, O. Jöris, A. Macloud, V. Smith, B. Gasparian. Early Evidence for Levallois Technology and the Transition from the Lower to Middle Palaeolithic in the Southern Caucasus: New Data from Nor Geghi 1, Armenia.
5. Smith, A., T. Bagoyan, I. Gabrielyan, R. Pinhasi, B. Gasparyan (in press for 2014). Late Chalcolithic and Medieval Archaeobotanical Remains from Areni-1 (Birds’ Cave), Armenia. In B. Gasparyan, M. Arimura, and S. Fujii, eds., Stone Age in Armenia. What’s done and what must be done. Recent Achievements of Stone Age Archaeology in the Republic of Armenia. Japan: Kanazawa University.

4. Wilkinson, K. N., D. S. Adler, S. Nahapetyan, V. Smith, D. Mark, C. Mallol, S. Blockley, B. Gasparian. Middle Pleistocene palaeoenvironments and the late Lower-Middle Palaeolithic of the Hrazdan valley, central Armenia. 
3. Smith, A., T. Bagoyan, B. Gasparyan A Medieval Plant Bundle from Areni 1, Armenia. 
1​–2. Two chapters by B. Gasparyan and D.S. Adler (in press for 2014). In B. Gasparyan, M. Arimura, and S. Fujii, eds., Stone Age in Armenia. What’s done and what must be done. Recent Achievements of Stone Age Archaeology in the Republic of Armenia. Japan: Kanazawa University.

D. External Grants:
8. National Science Foundation, $275.617. Submitted by J. Feinman, E. Frahm, and D.S. Adler, pending.

7. National Science Foundation, Doctoral Dissertation Improvement Grant, $21,168. Awarded to Beverly Schmidt, 2012. PhD advisor D.S. Adler.
6. American Research Institute of the South Caucasus (ARISC) Graduate Research Fellowship, $1500.  Awarded to Beverly Schmidt, 2012. PhD advisor D.S. Adler.
5. Collaborative Heritage Management Grant, American Research Institute of the South Caucasus (ARISC), $3000. Awarded to A. Smith, May 2012–April 2013.
4. National Science Foundation, Faculty Early Career Award, $412,310. Awarded to A. Smith, May 2011–April 2016.

3. L.S.B. Leakey Foundation, $13,460. Awarded to D.S. Adler, 2011–2012.
2. L.S.B. Leakey Foundation: $11,000. Awarded to D.S. Adler, 2010–2011.
1. Natural Environment Research Council (NERC), Isotope Geosciences Laboratory, £18,375. 40Ar/39Ar dating of Middle-Upper Pleistocene landscapes and archaeological sites in the Hrazdan Gorge, Yerevan, Armenia. PI K. Wilkinson (Univ. Winchester).
E. Conference Presentations:

14. Society for American Archaeology Annual Meeting, April 23–27, Austin, Texas. Where Obsidian Sourcing Isn’t Long-Distance Trade: Landscapes, Provisioning Strategies, and Organization of Space. Paper presented by Ellery Frahm (Univ. Sheffield).
13. European GeoSciences Union (EGU), April 27–May 2, 2014, Vienna, Austria. Middle Pleistocene Palaeoenvironments and the late Lower-Middle Palaeolithic of the Hrazdan Valley, Central Armenia. Paper presented by K. Wilkinson (Winchester Univ.)
12. The Role of the Southern Caucasus on Early Human Evolution and Expansion- Refuge, Hub, or Source Area? Georgian National Museum, Tbilisi, October 15–20, 2013. Earliest Evidence for Levallois Technology and the Transition from the Lower to Middle Palaeolithic in the Caucasus: New Data from Nor Geghi 1, Armenia. Paper presented by D.S. Adler.
11. The Role of the Southern Caucasus on Early Human Evolution and Expansion- Refuge, Hub, or Source Area? Georgian National Museum, Tbilisi, October 15–20, 2013. Barozh 12: A New Middle Palaeolithic Open-Air Site on the Edge of the Ararat Depression, Armenia. Poster presented by P. Glauberman (UConn).
10. Christian-Albrechts-Universität zu Kiel, 22 August 22, 2013, Kiel, Germany. Human Development in Landscapes Symposium. Obsidian Resources and Landscapes of Palaeolithic Armenia: Human Mobility, Subsistence, and Settlement. Paper presented by Ellery Frahm (Univ. Sheffield).
9. Society for American Archaeology Annual Meeting, April 3–7, 2013, Honolulu, Hawaii. Place, Practice, and pXRF: Merging Archaeological Fieldwork and Labwork. Paper presented by Ellery Frahm (Univ. Sheffield).
8. University of Oxford, School of Archaeology, May 2012. Middle Pleistocene Palaeoenvironments and the late Lower-Middle Palaeolithic of the Hrazdan Valley, Central Armenia. Paper presented by K. Wilkinson (Winchester Univ.)
7. The American Research Institute of the South Caucasus (ARISC), Yerevan State University and the Institute for Archaeology and Ethnography, June 2012. Palaeolithic foragers of the Hrazdan Gorge, Armenia. Paper presented by D.S. Adler.
6. Paleoanthropology Society, 2012 Annual Meeting, April 17–18, Memphis Tennessee. Palaeolithic foragers of the Hrazdan Gorge, Armenia. Paper presented by D.S. Adler.
5. Harvard University, Department of Anthropology, Peabody Museum, October 12, 2011. Palaeolithic foragers of the Hrazdan Gorge, Armenia. Paper presented by D.S. Adler.
4. American School of Oriental Research, 2011 Annual Meeting, November 16–19, San Francisco, California. Palaeolithic foragers of the Hrazdan Gorge, Armenia. Paper presented by D.S. Adler.
3. Eberhard Karls Universität Tübingen, Institut für Ur- und Frühgeschichte und Archäologie des Mittelalters Abteilung, Germany, July 22, 2011. Invited speaker. Thresholds in Prehistory. Palaeolithic Foragers of the Hrazdan Gorge. Paper presented by D.S. Adler.
2. Universitat Rovira I Virgili, Institut Català de Paleoecologia Humana I Evolució Social (IPHES), Tarragona, Spain, October 6–9, 2009. Invited speaker. International conference on The Neanderthal Home: Spatial and Social Behaviours, in celebration of 100 years of Palaeolithic research at Abric Romani. Neanderthal Life-ways in the Southern Caucasus. Paper presented by D.S. Adler.
1. Institute of Archaeology and Ethnography, Yerevan, Armenia, September 3–9, 2009. Invited speaker. International conference celebrating 50 years of the Institute of Archaeology and Ethnography. The Hrazdan River Gorge Palaeolithic Project, 2008-2009. Paper presented by D.S. Adler.
F. PhD students conducting dissertation research in Armenia on UConn or UConn-related projects:

8. Alex Brittingham. Thesis topic, Stable Isotopes and Hominin Behavior in the Southern Caucasus. UConn, PhD expected 2018, primary advisor D.S. Adler.
7. Krista Dotzel. Thesis topic, Phytoliths from Middle Palaeolithic Sites in Armenia. UConn, PhD expected 2020, primary advisor D.S. Adler.
6. Siavash Samei. Thesis title, Settlement and Subsistence Strategies of the Sionian Chalcolithic Culture in the South Caucasus: A Zooarchaeological Perspective from Areni-1. UConn, PhD expected 2017, primary advisor N. Munro.
5. Victoria Cullen. Thesis title, Tephrostratigraphy of the Caucasus. University of Oxford, School of Archaeology. PhD expected 2014, primary advisor V. Smith (Oxford).
4. Beverly A. Schmidt-Magee. Thesis title, Middle Paleolithic Lithic Technology and Behavior in the Hrazdan River Gorge, Armenia. UConn, PhD expected 2015, primary advisor D.S. Adler.
3. Nathan Wales. Thesis title, Ancient DNA From Archaeobotanical Remains: The Next Generation. UConn, PhD Awarded fall 2012. Primary advisor, D.S. Adler.
2. Peter Griffith. Thesis title, Cryptotephra studies at the Middle Palaeolithic cave site of Lusakert 1, Armenia. Masters of Science Degree in Quaternary Science awarded September 2012, Royal Holloway, University of London. Primary advisor, S. Blockley (RHUL).
1. Vasilija Lukich. Thesis title, Single grain OSL dating of the Middle Palaeolithic site Lusakert in Armenia. Masters of Science Degree in Quaternary Science awarded August 2012, Royal Holloway, University of London. Primary advisor, S. Armitage (RHUL).
G. Current YSU students on whose PhD committee UConn faculty serve:

2. Karen Azatyan. Thesis topic, Palaeolithic Stone Tool Technology in Armenia. YSU advisor, Boris Gasparian; UConn advisor, D.S. Adler. We plan to bring Karen Azatyan to UConn in the near future for a semester of training and study.
1. Tamara Bagoyan. Thesis topic, Chalcolithic and Bronze Age Plant Remains from Areni 1. YSU advisor, Boris Gasparian; UConn advisor, A. Smith. During the Spring 2012 semester, Tamara Bagoyan visited UConn to collaborate with A. Smith on a Prunus study (Areni-1). Tamara Bagoyan’s visit was funded by Smith’s NSF CAREER Award and supplemented with $3000 from Norian.
H. International Collaborators (D.S. Adler) 
K. Wilkinson (Winchester University, UK); S. Blockley, S. Armitage, A. MacLeod, V. Lukich and P. Griffith (Royal Holloway University London, UK); D. Mark (Scottish Universities Environmental Research Centre, SUERC); R. Pinhasi (University College Dublin, Ireland); B. Schmidt-Magee, P. Glauberman, A. Brittingham, and K. Dotzel (University of Connecticut, USA); B. Yeritsyan, S. Nahapetyan and B. Gasparian (Institute of Archaeology and Ethnography, Armenia); C. Mallol (La Laguna, Spain); F. Berna and P. Goldberg (Boston University, USA); E. Frahm (University of Sheffield, UK); G. Bar-Oz and L. Weissbrod (Haifa University, Israel); G. Monnier (University of Minnesota, USA); E. Allue (Tarragona, Spain); D. Cabanes (Weizmann Institute of Science, Israel); V. Smith and V. Cullen (Oxford University, UK); R. Roberts, Z. Jacobs, and L. Bo (University of Wollongong, Australia).
